64    THE STRUCTURE OF THE NOVEL
How can time be subordinate in any sense, seeing that every novel necessarily records the passing of time ? But to say that a plot is spatial does not deny a temporal movement to it, any more, indeed, than to say that a plot is temporal means that it has no setting in space. Here, once more, it is all a question of the predominating element. The main object of the one plot is to proceed by widening strokes, and to agree that it does so is to imply space as its dimension. The main object of the other is to trace a development, and a development equally implies time. The construction of both plots will be inevitably determined by their aim. In the one we shall find a loosely woven pattern, in the other the logic of causality.
A more vivid sense of the meaning of this distinction can be evoked by calling to mind the different feeling of time and space in various novels. In the dramatic novel in general ,the articuktion of space is vague and arbitrary. London might be a thousand miles away from Wuthering Heights or Casterbridge. But from the London of Vanity Fair and Tom Jones, on the other hand, every place has its just geographical